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Completing Module 1 
Becoming a Close Reader and Writing to Learn: 

My Librarian is a Camel - How Books are 
brought to Children Around the World 

 Unit 1:  Seeking the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 2:  Building the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 3:  Librarians Around the World 

 

In the second unit, students explored their own “powers of 

reading” the things they do as readers that help them access 

text. In the first half of the unit, students explored fictional 

accounts of people who worked hard to build their reading 

powers. They read books like Thank you, Mr. Falker, The Boy 

Who Loved Words, and Waiting for the Biblioburro. Students 

began the characters in these books as role models of sorts, as 

they began to assess their own reading abilities and 

“superpowers.” Students used information about their 

individual strengths and needs as readers to set goals for the 

development of their reading powers, and wrote a text-based 

informational paragraph about their reading goals. In the 

second half of the unit, students focused on one specific 

“reading power”: fluency. They learned about the importance 

of fluency, set fluency goals, practiced fluency, and 

demonstrated their fluent reading in the end of unit 

assessment. 

 

Unit 3 Content 
Vocabulary 
 

physical environment, 

remote, valley, mountain, 

gulley, distance, climate, 

landforms, desert, 

archipelago, mountains, 

rivers, arctic, coast, island, 

landforms, physical 

environment, political map, 

topographical map, continent, 

compass rose, key 
 

Spanish: 

abecedario, biblioteca, burro, 

cuento, qué Bueno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unit 3 Academic Vocabulary 
obstacles, challenges, overcome, perspective, role, “face challenges,” access, similarities, compare, contrast, differences,  

obstacle, transition, detail, explain, evidence, informational, excerpt, evidence, main idea, text, illustrations, narrative, 

paragraph, details, opinion, evidence, support, reason, plan, bookmark, create, identify, criteria, quality, facts, details, 

conclusion, punctuation, first draft, paragraph, topic sentence, include, introduce, paragraph, “wrap up,” feedback, 

conclusion, writing process, plan, edit, revise, captivate, hook, grade-appropriate, resources, reflect, check, 

craftsmanship, capitalization, ending punctuation, publish, create, quality, illustration, audience, fluently 



  
 
 
 

In this final unit of the module, students will explore how geography impacts a 

reader’s access to books. All instruction in this unit builds toward the final 

performance task for the module: an informative “Accessing Books around the 

World” bookmark. In the first part of the unit, students will read informational texts 

about world geography as they build vocabulary and understanding related to 

physical features and how physical characteristics of a region influence how people 

access books. Students then will explore external resources that support the power of 

reading, focusing on the important role of libraries and organizations that get books  

 

 Launching Unit 3: Librarians Around the World 

 

Guiding Questions of this Module… 
• What is the power of education and reading?  

• How does where people live in the world affect how they access reading and books? 

People across the world and throughout time have sought the power of reading to provide opportunities to themselves and other.  

Powerful readers have and continue to develop a variety of skills as readers. 

Readers can learn about different places and people through a variety of texts. 
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: 
Answering Text-Dependent 
Questions about Librarians and 
Organizations around the 
World  
 
End of Unit 3 Assessment: 

Accessing Books around the 

World: An Informative 

Paragraph 

into the hands of readers. Using the central text, My 

Librarian Is a Camel by Margreit Ruirs, students will 

read about less conventional ways to access texts and 

the heroic lengths librarians and community members 

make in order to help others. Students will read about 

and gather details about one of the countries 

represented in My Librarian Is a Camel and write an 

informative paragraph that describes how readers in 

that country access books. They will then draw on this 

research in order to create their Accessing Books 

around the World bookmark. The creation of these 

bookmarks will be supported by the writing process, 

with a focus on producing writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to 

task and purpose. Students will have opportunities for 

critique and revision, culminating in the opportunity to 

publish and share the bookmarks with readers in their 

school, local library or community.  

 

 


